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Summary.

Fifty-three possible hillforts or enclosures are identified
and discussed 1in the area west of the River Severn, comprising
the former county of Herefordshire and parts of the ad jacent
counties of Bhropshire, Powys, Gwent, Gloucestershire and the
former county of Worcestershire. A distribution map is included.

The factors governing land use are discussed. Fifty maps,
based on the large-scale Agricultural Land Classification Maps of
England and Wales, are drawn showing the individual hillforts /
enclosures in relation to the agricultural potential of the land
surrounding each one. Differences between the sites, such as the
size, the type of defences and the number of enclosures, may
reflect the farming emphasis and may be partly explained by the
quality / grade of the land. Excavation reports are examined for
details of the possible farming economy that they indicate.

The same procedure is followed for the known Roman period
civil settlements, which are also compared to military sites, and
this section includes seven maps. These clearly demonstrate that
these ceivil settlements were sited to utilise the best potential
farmland.

Farming was the essential economic base of such communities.
Therefore, sites should not be researched as isolated monuments
but within the context of the land and resources available to the
inhabitants. It is hoped that future excavations / investigations
will dinelude this aspect. An Agricultural Land Classification Map
of England and Wales is attached.

It is suggested that large-scale maps showing the grades of
land ecould be used with aerial photographs, place and field name
evidence and with systematic fieldwalking as possible indicators
of sites suitable for further investigation.




Intr tion.

Iron Age and Romano-British Settlements of the

Herefordshire Area, West of the River BSevern,
will be considered in relation *teo each other
and to the soils and natural resources of the ares,
with the aim of reconstructing the contemporary
typography of the area, and the nature and extent

of econtinuity of settlement in those periocds.

The Sites examined in this Thesis are known

to the author and a number have besn visited geveral times.




Chapter The Hillforts and Enclosures in the
Hersfordshire Area.
Chapter Factors Governing Land Use.
Chapter Agricultural Land Classification.
Chapter An' Examination of Lowland Settlements.
Chapter Discussion and Conclusion.
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List of Sites Given in the Text and Related Maps :

Physical Map of the area west of the River Severn —
the locations of the Hillforts / Enclosures are shown

using the numbers ()} given below. following page 5

Hillforts / Enclosures

_ {1) Aconbury / Caer Rein page 84
: (2) Bach page 63
‘ {3 Backbury / (8t.} Ethelbert’s page 78
| {4} Berrow Hill page b9
r (5} Brandon page 48
: {6) Burfa page BB
T {7} Caer Caradoc page 45
i {8) Capler / Woldbury page 81
| {9) Castle Ditches page 47
i (10) Castle Ring / Pen Offa page 57
' (11) Caynham page 43
| {12} Chase Wood / Rowan Tres page 86
{13} Cherry Hill page 80
(14) Coxall Knoll page 486
{15} Credenhill page T1
{16} Croft Ambrey page B2
| (17) Dinedor / Oyster Hill page 83
(18} Dinmore / Din Mawr pade G8
{19) Dorstone page 77
| {20) Downton page 51
(21) Eaton page 73
| (22) Gadbury Bank page 103
(23} Gaer Cop page B5
(24) Garmsley page 61
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{25) Great Howle page 87

(286) Haffield page 102
(27) Herefordshire Beacon / British Camp page 97
. (28) Ivington page 67
{29) Kilbury pade 101
! (30} Little Doward page 89
(31) Midsummer Hill page 99
‘ (32) Oldbury page BZ
l (33) Pen-twyn, Brilley page 78
| (34) Pen-twyn / Bwlch Trewsn page Q91
| (35} Poston / Camp in Lower Fark Wood page 75
| (36} Pwll-y-Bala rage 9S4
(37) FPyon Wood page 54
(38) Risbury page G6
{39) Skirrid pags 94
(40} Sutton Walls page &9
{41} Syvmonds Yat page 438
| {42} Timberline page 74
' {43) Titterstone Clees page 42
| {44) Twyn—y—-Gaer page 92
| (45) Iphampton pagde 64
| (48) Wall Hills, Ledbury page 96
f {471 Wall Hills, Thornbury page 62
[ (48} Halterstone / Coed—-y—Grafel page 20
L (49} HWapley page &5
‘ (50} Welshbury Wood / Westbury rage 95
{51) Westington page 65
: (52) Whitbourne page 60
(53} Woodbury Hill page 58
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Roman Civil Settlements

Adforton Bite page 117
Ariconium / Weston-under Penyard page 113
Bishopstone Villa page 110
Blackwardine page 119
Branogenium / Leintwardine (military?) page 115
Donnington Villa page 128
Eposessa (7) / Stretton Grandison page 120
Canon Frome
Hentland (possible) site page 127
Huntsham ¥illa page 125
Lugwardine Settlement page 126
Magnis / Kenchester page 107
New Weir page 112
Parish of Stretford page 123
Putley Villa page 122
Villa East of Magnis page 111
Wellington Yilla page 123

Roman Military Sites
Kentchurch Fort pade 118

Brampton Bryan

)
Buckton (two) } Forts page 115
Jay Lane )
Halford 3
Roman Roads : pages 113
107
120
123

dgricultural Land Classification Map of England and HWales
{Courtesy of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheriez & Food}

following page 160
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Chapter 1 : The Hillforts and Enclosures
in the Herefordshire Area.

Many of the hillforts are the most impressive monuments of
‘ the Herefordshire area west of the River Severn. There are only a
few structures of a later date, such as Goodrich, Ludlow and
Higmore Castles, which are able to rival them in the public
imagination. The majority of motte-and-bailey castles, in which
the area abounds, are wooded, fairly low-lving and not generally
understood even by their ocoupliers. In contrast, many of the
hillforts are appreciated as ‘camps’ by their owners / occuplers,.
Those that are situated on distinective hills, as, for example,
Aconbury, Credenhill, and Sutton Walls, are landmarks in their
localities. A few are well-known 'beauty spots’, and some of
these are in Loecal Government { e.Z2.: Dinedor ) or National Trust
{ e.g.: Croft Ambrey )} ownership. Others, as for example Wapley,
are within Forestry Commission properties and £o have only been
regularly, and incereasingly, viegeited by the general public within
the last few years (1). The majority remain in private ownership.
Due +to the protection afforded those that are scheduled, by The
Historie Buildings and MHMonuments Commission (English Heritage)
and Cadw and/or the nature of the topography, damage and erosion
has been limited in recent years. Those that cause immediate
concern  are the unprotected sites, especially those that are
subject to the vicigsitudes of modern agriculture and building.
The following list includes the known hillforts in the aresa
under consideration. 0Of those listed only Brandon, Caynhamn,
Credenhill, Croft Ambrey, Midsummer Hill, Poston, Button Walls,

Titterstone Clee and Twyn-y-Gaer have had even partial modern
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excavation. Indeed Poston’s, Sutton Walls’ and Titterstone Clee’s
pre-dated = the introduction ' of many scientifie techniques. In
addition, Aconbury and Dinedor were only surface examined, and
Herefordshire Beacon and Capler were excavated in the manner
prevalent in the 19th. century. Not one of the sites has received
w total exeavation. Therefore, the identification of the majority
as ‘hillforts’ has been made by their vigible remains (Forde-
Johnston 1976. Hogg 1979). Aerial photography has been little
employed in the area prior to 1385 and even now the wooded nature
of many of the sites renders interpretation difficult.

ﬁ Views differ concerning the type, and size, of site which
may most properly be termed a hillfort. One definition considers
a hillfort to be:

"a deliberately constructed fortification, built of
earth, timber or stone, usually situsted in an easily
defended position, and frequently on a hilltop. It was
constructed during the first millennium B.C...Its size
can vary from..under ©.25 acre (0.1 ha} to..over 200
acres (80 ha). The majority lie between 3 and 30 acres
(1.2 and 12 ha).” (Dyer 1881, 5}

West of the area under consideration small defended enclosures,
of under three acres, predominate (0.5. Map, "Southern Britain
in the Iron Age", 1867). The former county of Herefordshire does
not have the very largest type of hillfort, Titterstone Clee, 1n
Shropshire, was at least half as large again as Credenhill, but

large sites enclosing over 15 acres in Herefordshire

"represent a very high proportion (46.5 per cent) of all
Iron Age forts in the county” (Forde-Johnson 18976, 41).

Credenhill encloses' twice the area of the other large forts.
Despite this predominance, there are a number of smaller defended
sites and several whose size is not determined. Therefore, these
are subsequently considered here as Hillforts and Enclosures to
encompass all definitions. Settlements, and not only one type of

settlement, are examined within the related farmland.
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Hil = and losure
Hame : N.G.R. : Sige i If Excavated
Alternative Name ({in acres—-approx. ) Recently:
Parish / County Interior / Exterior {(2)
{ annexes )
Aconbury : 50 504330 @ 17.5 / 23 : 1951, surf.
Caer Rein Eenyon.
Aconbury / Hfd.
I Bach : 50 546603 @ 6.25 / 10.5 z -
Kimbolton / Hfd.
Backbury - 80 KB¥389 : 4.75 / 8 : -
Ethelbert’s
l Dormington / HEfd.
' Berrow Hill : S0 744584 : 3 - 15 acres -
Martley / Worcs. not determined
Brandon : 80 401724 : 8.75 / A.F.s : 1359,par.ex.
Adforton / Hfd. show wide 1981-cont.
defences par. ex.
J Frere and
St. Joseph.
Burfa : 80 284610 - 15 / wide : -
Even jobb / Powys (Rad.) defences
Caer Caradoc : 50 310757 7.5 / 13 ; -
| Clun / Shrop. approx,
Capler : S0 593329 : 10.2B / 15.5 : 1924, par. ex.
Woldbury Jack and
Woolhope / HEd. Havter.
Castle Ditches : 80 354758 : 1 / approx.: =
Bedstone / Shrop. ; B3
Castle Ring : S0 286836 : 2 /4 2.9 : -
Pen Offa
I Evenjobb / Powysz (RHad. ;
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Caynham
Caynham / Shrop.

Chase Wood S0 602224 22 f 27
Rowan Tree
Ross Rural / Hfd.
Cherry Hill S0 K7¥73h2 : 5.8 /£ 7.Th
Fownhope / Hfd.
Coxall Enoll : 50 366734 - 8.5 / 16+
Bucknell / Shrop. and 4.5
Buckton and Coxall / Hfd. 3 A
Credenhill 1 80 4504486 49 / 50
Credenhill / Hfd.
Croft Ambrey 50 445668 9 / 38
Avmestrey / Hfd. 12
Dinedor 50 BhZ23364 : 9.6 / approx.:
Oyster Hill 12
Dinedor / Hfd.
Dinmore S0 517hH18 24 / not
Din Mawr
Hope-under-Dinmore / Hfd. determined
Dorstone o0 327422 1 / approx. .
Dorstone / Hfd. 1.5
Downton 50 429732 0.5 7 :
Downton / Hfd. poss. annexe to S.
partly destroyed.
Eaton : B0 453383 18 / partly :
Eaton Bishop / Hfd. destroyed
defences.
Gadbury Bank sO 792317 : g / 10

S0 548737 7.20 / 13.5+
1
possible third

annexe under 1

Fldersfield / Wores.

Fage 10

1963, par. ax.

Gelling.

1966, par. ox.
Gelling and
Peacock.

1951, par., ex.
Kenyon.
1963, par. ex.
Stanford.

1960-1986,
par. ex.
Stanford.

1951, par. ex.
Kenyon.




Gaer Cop SO B37252

Hentland / Hfd.

Garmsley 50 620618
Stoke Bliss / Woresz,

Great Howle 50 611201
Walford / Hfd.

Haffield : S0 723339
Donnington / Hfd.

Herefordshire Beacon S0 760400

British Camp
Colwall, Ledbury Rural,
Little Malvern / Hfd.

Ivington S50 485547
Leominster / Hfd.
Kilbury S0 723390

Ledbury Rural / Hfd.

Little Doward 50 538160
Ganarew / Hfd,
Midsummer Hill S0 760375

Eastnor,
Castlemorton / Worces.

Oldbury : 50 832328
Much Marcle / Hfd.
Pen—twyn, Brilley S0 228488

Brilley / Hfd.

Fen-twyn
Bwlch Trewyn
Crucorney / Gwent {(Mon. )

Ledbury ﬁural S Hfd.

B0 321230 :

17 / not : -
determined

9 / approx. : -

10
0,33 / approx. : -
Q.75
4.75 / 6.5 ; e
7 / 32 1878,1887,
4 par. ex.
8 Frice,
7.78 / 48 -
19. 5
: not determined : =
extent uncertain
18.5 / 28 : -
2.5
21.8 / 30 18759-1880,
par. ex.
Frice.
1924, par. ex.
Hughes.
1965-1970,
par. ex.
Stanford.
16 / 17.5 ; =

: ?1.75 / not : -

determined
possibly larger.

3 /. approx. : -

3.9 8
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Poston
Camp in Lower Park Wood

Vowchurch / Hfd.

Pwll—y—Bala S0 355224
Grozmont / Gwent (Mon.)

S0 359378 :

4 / 5.25

: not determined

1832-1937,

par. ex.
Anthony.

{Destroyed, no information available, site not included here.)

Fyvon Wood SO 423864
Aymestrey / HEd.

Risbury : 50 541553
Humber / Hfd.

Skirrid 50 330180

5.25 / 9

g§.75 / 28
6

: not determined :

Llantilic Pertholey / Gwent {(Mon.)

Sutton Halls 20 h25464
Sutton / Hfd.
Symonds Yab S0 54158

English Bicknor / Glos.

Timberline S0 387387
Madley / Hfd.
Titterstone Clee S0 595779

Stoke St. Milborough,
Bitterley / Shrop.

Twyn—-y—Gaer S0 294219
Crucorney / Gwent ( Mon. )

Uphampton 20 570534 :
Docklow / Hfd.
Wall Hills, Ledbury S0 891382

Ledbury Rural / Hfd.

Wall Hills, Thornbury : SO 630538

Thornbury / Hfd.

26 / 298.5

6 / wide
defences

partly destroyed.

5 / not
determined

71 / not
determined

partly destroyed.

1.25 / 4.5
0.75
2,25

not determined :

extent uncertain

9 / 36
16

22 / 23
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1948-1851,
par. ex.
Kenyor.

1932, par. ax.
O°Meil.

1965-1980,
par. ex.
Probert.

1932,
par. ex.









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































